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EVOLUTION   OF   DRESS   AMONG   THE   SOUTH    SEA    ISLANDERS
Before the missionary suggested dress, the primitive, natural, and healthy covering of the native
of Oceania was generously bestowed by nature, and consisted of a scanty collection of leafy sprays
and flowers.   In his neat, but unhealthy, European clothes, the native finds himself at a disadvantage.
He cares not whether they be dean or dirty, wet or dry, and the inevitable result has been that
diseases and lung troubles have become very prevalent
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may have valuable properties. The diseases prevalent among the natives are whooping-cough, dysentery, influenza, and, in certain of the islands, malaria and elephantiasis. Leprosy is destructive only in the islands to which it has lately been introduced. Where it has been long established it remains stationary. Whooping-cough is responsible for an enormous number of deaths among infants. Generally speaking, diseases which we regard as mild are virulent where they find a virgin soil. Measles, when it first visited Fiji, carried off a third of the population. It is now endemic and far less destructive, .
Elephantiasis is particularly prevalent in Rotumah, where Europeans suffer from it, but it is to be found throughout the islands. It is not yet
established how the filaria sanguinis hominis, the microbe of the disease, is introduced into the human body. The anopheles malaria mosquito is not found farther- east than the New Hebrides ; it is very active in Papua. Prone as they are to succumb to mild diseases, the natives are extraordinarily resistant to physical shock. It is quite a common thing to find a man who has had his hand blown off by dynamite, used to kill fish, and the stump has set naturally without any surgical treatment. Accidents that would kill Europeans are survived and recoveries are so rapid that the Europeans think the native to be insensible to physical pain. Though the natives are not prone to suicide, there are a good many suicides in the aggregate. They are generally committed on a sudden
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